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TREATMENT

Shortfall begins and ends with Alicia Collins, a college graduate looking to make her name in the city. Two events change her life irrevocably within arrival: getting a job at high-powered multinational, Magnus Industries – and a positive HIV test that challenges everything in her life.

Waiting in the path of the storm are two men already striving to make a name for themselves. Matt Douglas has a disability, a deformed leg that causes him to limp, yet competes on equal terms in all areas of his life. His weakness is a perceived lack of respect from his family, that only a ”trophy” will obtain.

Stuart Carlisle, on the other hand, posesses arrogance in abundance. Everything around him, including people, are objects or tools to be enjoyed and disposed of at his leisure – a trait that builds up resentment and enemies.

Each of these characters is me by a counterweight, who reflects the qualities that they lack. On the surface, the corporate jungle should produce only one winner, he or she with the greatest power. But each of these characters has a weakness and an attractiveness that bend the normal rules to.

At the end of the day, it’s not profits but shortfalls that decide who wins and loses.

Ian Stalvies.

