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STATEMENT OF INTENT

The original idea for Shortfall came about as some sort of compensation for years spent in corporate bondage – which continues even now – watching co-workers flay each other for the honour of employee of the month. Alicia, Matt and Stuart are amalgams of traits typical in this environment.

A chance viewing of A Different Newspaper from The Times recently made me realise that there was something lacking from this rough draft:

A DEFINING EVENT.

Most good scripts use a staple such as a shooting, drugs, the death of a protagonist, or something equally glamorous. For this story, a positive HIV test for Alicia presents a contradiction presented – a young, healthy woman confronted, as she sees it, with a death sentence.

My aim is to layer this issue against underlying themes, the most prominent being the power balance between genders in society, and how this is reflected in the modern workplace. These issues are not clearcut or uniform – the battles won over the last generation have produced costs that not everyone is happy with.

But to conclude, my intent overall is to add complex motives, an aggressive subtext and uncomfortable outcomes to all of these characters. The end result will be for their interactions to decide, and I will need to finish the script to find out what they are.

Ian Stalvies.

